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Speed

I'm on my own

If you're on your own, will you be streaming movies, TV or music? As
a guideline, BBC iPlayer streams at 1.5Mbps, with the HD service
going up to 3.2Mbps - so you should get a package above this
speed if the answer is yes.

I'm sharing with mates

If you're sharing your broadband connection, you should bare this
in mind when choosing broadband.

A few users browsing Wikipedia will be fine on all connections, but
4-5 students streaming Spotify could bring a slower connection to a
grinding halt. As a guide, divide the speed (eg. 8Mbps) by the
number of housemates (eg 5) and decide if that's an acceptable
speed (1.6Mbps - which would be fine for most students).




Get a free Spotify voucher with your broadband - see
page 7 for details!

Choosing the right broadband is important as it'll be vital for your studies. Read this guide to understand exactly what you need, and be

sure to use the checklist on page 4 before you order.

Bandwidth

Bandwidth is likely to be the most significant limiting factor for
students - it's amazing how quickly a few of you can reach your
download limit, rendering your connection useless - or worse, incur-
ring a massive bill.

I'm on my own, or it’s just the two of us

In this case, you may be able to survive on a bandwidth-capped
plan. This entirely depends on how much you download per month
- take a look at the chart overleaf.

I'm sharing with mates

If you're sharing in a student house, we really don’t recommend
going on a bandwidth-capped plan.

What's worse, you may have no control over how much your house-
mates download, so you could be tied into a contract that causes
massive problems.

We'd recommend an unlimited plan, but check the company’s rea-
sonable use policy to make sure “unlimited”isn’t a paltry amount

How much bandwidth is enough?

On a weekly basis, a student might use:

YoulllTY 10videos  630Mb
BEE iPlayer 1 hour 1.5GB
21 hours 315Mb

or the internet in general!

= 2.1GB per week.

Although this is a very rough estimate, it shows how much band-
width you can use. We only recommend a bandwidth-capped plan
if you're absolutely sure you won't go over it.




